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From the Principal’s Desk 

Dear Families, 

 

It was a pleasure to see so many families at our recent Open House. The 

opportunity for conversation and introductions is always a great way to start the 

new school year, especially when we have so many new faces on staff this year.   

Communication is critical for the success of all students. The staff appreciated the 

positive, supportive comments and it was clear that children took a great deal of 

pride in showing parents around the building and sharing their accomplishments 

at this point in the year. 

 

We appreciate your patience while we worked on stream lining our afternoon 

dismissal process with two school buses.  It seems that our bus routes and times 

have become more consistent and predictable.  I am happy to report that all 

children who ride the buses are returning home in the afternoon right about 4:30 

in the afternoon.  This is much improved from the first few weeks of school.  Please 

continue to keep us updated about your child’s transportation schedule.  It is 

important to contact the office as early as possible in the day about any dismissal 

changes.    

 

All students in kindergarten through grade eight will receive a progress note on 

October 13. This progress note will give parents/guardians information about how 

their children are progressing toward standards in academic areas. Teachers in 

kindergarten through grade four will focus on English Language Arts (ELA), 

Mathematics and behavioral expectations. Although the behavioral expectations 

will be submitted by homeroom teachers, all teachers will provide input. Students 

in grades 5-8 Typically, if your child participates in interventions, a progress note 

regarding current goals and progress is sent home in the same envelope as the 

grade level progress note. Our interventionist just began meeting with students on 

a regular basis on September 18, so we will not update intervention progress until 

the end of the first trimester.  From that point on, intervention progress updates 

will coincide with each regular reporting period. If you have any questions about 

progress notes or intervention goals, please contact your child’s teacher. 

 

October 

2017 
Shaping Futures 

Together 
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Although we hope that we do not have any weather related closings or delays for 

quite some time, I want to inform you that we will continue to call two-hour 

delays rather than 90-minute delays on inclement weather mornings this winter. 

When the weather is inclement, notification of NO SCHOOL or late opening is 

announced over WINY radio (Putnam). Announcements also appear on Channel 30 

and Channel 3. If you visit the websites of the television stations, you can sign up 

to have them notify you by email or text message when a school is closing or 

opening late. Tune your radio or television to one of these for any NO SCHOOL 

and delayed opening announcements. This information will also be available on 

our school’s website. It is not possible to call every family on early closing days. 

Please make sure your children know what to do on these days. 

 

Please mark your calendars regarding a “No School” day this month.  October 

9 is Columbus Day and since this is a holiday for all staff, the Before and After 

School Program (BASP) will not be in session.  

 

Fire Prevention: On October 17, the Eastford Volunteer Fire Department will 

visit with students in grades K-3 to educate them on fire safety.  All students will 

participate in a fire drill and our younger students will be able to see the fire 

trucks, learn about the fire equipment used by the Fire Department and visit with 

the volunteer fire fighters.   

 

We appreciate the many parents and community members who volunteer at the 

school. If you are interested in volunteering, there are five active parent-teacher 

groups at Eastford Elementary School that are discussed below. Information about 

these groups is always available on our school website. Please keep in mind that 

Board of Education policy requires that all volunteers complete a volunteer 

registration form. This form is available on our website.  Click on the ‘For Parents’ 

tab, and then click on Forms. 

 

Parent Teacher Organization 

The PTO is a vital link between the school community and the parents it serves. 

Thus, parents are urged to join and take an active part in the PTO. The PTO 

raises money to provide Eastford Elementary School with cultural programs and 

assemblies. The group also runs book fairs and supports student activities on a 

regular basis. All parents are invited to all meetings and are encouraged to contact 

Eastford Elementary School for more information or to get answers to questions 

regarding the PTO. The PTO meetings occur on Tuesdays. Please join other 

parents at this month’s PTO meeting on Tuesday, October 10 at 6:30 pm. The 

dates will be available on our school website under the Parent tab.  Please feel free 

to email Sarah Boyd or Amy Murphy at pto@eastfordct.org if you have any 

questions.  

 

The PTO always uses Boxtop$4education money to benefit students. Save your 

Boxtops and encourage students to bring them to school. More information and a 

mailto:pto@eastfordct.org
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specific list of products where Boxtops can be found is available at the website; 

(http://www.boxtops4education.com/).  

 

Parent Advisory Committee 

The Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) meets with the school principal on a 

monthly basis and new members are always welcome. The PAC meetings are 

typically held prior to the PTO meeting. This month’s meeting is on Tuesday, 

October 10 at 6:00pm.  

 

Middle School Fund-Raising Committee 

Parents of middle school students meet to raise funds for the eighth grade trip. 

Their major, yearly event is the Goods and Services Auction, which is scheduled 

for November 18 this year. All middle school parents should consider 

participating in this worthwhile event. Meetings are announced via the website, 

email or newsletter.  

 

Sports Boosters 

Parents of middle school students formed this group to support the interscholastic 

sports program. The sports boosters raise money to purchase items that are not 

covered in the Eastford Board of Education budget. Meetings are announced via 

the website, email or newsletter. All parents of athletes should consider 

participating. 

 

 

Readiness Council 

The Readiness Council consists of town and school officials, parents of children 

who are younger than kindergarten age and community members. The Readiness 

Council monitors the Readiness grant and makes recommendations regarding the 

Eastford preschool program. At the beginning of each scheduled meeting, there is 

an opportunity for public input and parents who are interested in joining the 

Council should attend meetings and let us know. The next meeting of the 

Readiness Council is scheduled for October 2 at 6:00pm. 

 

Morning Drop Off Reminder  

Students should not arrive at school prior to 8:20 a.m. unless they are 

participating in the BASP or an organized activity or class supervised by a 

teacher.  There is no supervision available prior to 8:20 a.m. so we will not buzz 

students in to the building who arrive early.  Student safety continues to be of 

greatest concern to the staff at Eastford Elementary School. For families that drop 

their children off in the morning, please make sure that you are not passing 

vehicles that are in front of you. Please stay in line and pull as far forward as 

possible before letting your children out of your vehicle  and then wait to leave 

until the vehicle in front of you has begun to exit the drop off area. This ensures 

that students have been received by the staff members on duty and that the 

driving area is clear. Thank you for your cooperation with this process in the 

interest of safety. 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/
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Governor’s Reading Challenge Participants 

Congratulations to the following students who were recognized for their summer 

participation in the Governor’s Reading Challenge: 

 

Molly Katkaveck 

Jack Larkin 

Porter Barlow 

Madison Boyd 

 

 

Stop & Shop: 

During the 2015-2016 school year, Eastford Elementary School received funds 

from Stop & Shop Rewards. This money goes into the student activity account, 

which pays for Honor Roll receptions, sports banquets, field trips and other special 

student activities. If you shop at Stop & Shop, please sign up for the rewards 

program electronically at 

http://www.stopandshop.com/our_stores/bonus_bucks/index.htm?opco=SNS . You 

need to register every school year. The Stop & Shop Eastford Elementary School 

code is 06386. 

 

Price Chopper: 

We receive points from Price Chopper that can be used to make purchases for 

student materials and equipment. You can sign up your AdvantEdge card at 

www.pricechopper.com. Our school number is 41382. 

 

Attention Parents of Eighth Grade Students: Eighth grade students have 

multiple high school choices.  At our Open House in early September, 

representatives from Woodstock Academy, Killingly High School, Killingly Voag, 

Arts at the Capitol Theater, Ellis Tech, Putnam High School and Quinnebaug 

Middle College all provided information to our families.  In addition, students also 

had, or will soon have, visits from these schools during the school day.  

 

 

We continue to find ways to communicate with families, so don’t hesitate to 

contact staff members if you have any additional questions or concerns. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Carole McCombe 
 

  

http://www.stopandshop.com/our_stores/bonus_bucks/index.htm?opco=SNS
http://www.pricechopper.com/
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PTO News  

Hello everyone, and welcome to the 2017-2018 school year!  A big THANK YOU to 

everyone that signed up at Open House in September.  There will be a Box Top 

Rally this month, please see the flyer below for details.  The Jeannine Fundraiser 

was a success again this fall, thank you to everyone that participated.  The orders 

will be arriving in early November.  The PTO will be meeting the second Tuesday 

of each month at 6:30 pm in the school library.  Please consider joining us for our 

first meeting on October 10th! We welcome parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, 

and more!  Hope to see you there! 
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Support Eastford Elementary School 

 
 

Please send in your boxtops and identify your 

child’s grade on each bag.  The class collecting 

the most boxtops, based on the number of students 

in the class, will win a pizza lunch party sponsored 

by the PTO in the spring of 2018. 

 

The deadline for Box Tops collection  

for this fall will be  

Wednesday, October 18th.  

 

For 2016-2017 we raised just over $600,  

please help us beat that number and help fund  

new playground equipment! 
 

Thank you for your support! ~ The Eastford PTO 
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Music Room News – Miss Gagnon 

 
Greetings Eastford Elementary families! My name is Miss Gagnon and I am the 

new music and band teacher at EES. I am really excited to be here and it has been 

a pleasure working with the students. PreK and Kindergarten are focusing on 

learning new songs and games, while first grade is exploring high and low, loud 

and soft, and beat and rhythm. Second grade and third grade have been using 

drums to read rhythms and learning to cooperate while playing games. Fourth and 

fifth grade has begun learning about form in music while reviewing familiar 

rhythms through games and notation. Sixth, seventh, and eighth grade are 

reviewing notation and form in music. Later on in the year, students will begin 

composition and improvisation. Band and chorus are off to a strong start - band 

students are expected to practice at least 20 minutes a day. If there are any 

questions about what they are supposed to be practicing, please ask! They are 

learning how to break music down into rhythm first, notes and fingerings second, 

then musicality when learning a new composition. I look forward to working with 

all of you and believe it is going to be a great year! 
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Art Room News – Mrs. Felt          

What have your artist's been creating?              

  

I wanted to start the year with something seasonal and cheerful as a new welcome 

to the Eastford Elementary School.  After reviewing and introducing some line 

varieties through name signs, which helped me learn students names quickly, we 

moved onto sunflowers.  We talked about artist Vincent Van Gogh and his use of 

repeated colored lines in his paintings, specifically his “Sunflower” 

painting.  Students were asked to study the basic shapes and colors they saw in 

the very large sunflower I brought to class. Each grade, utilized different materials 

and created their own sunflower.   Additionally, Pre-K and Kindergarten talked 

about apples, apple trees and the many different ways we like to eat healthy 

apples.  They made apple trees with torn colored tissue and construction 

paper.  Kindergarten also learned about shooting stars. Kindergarten, Grade 1 

and 2, through a story about apple trees, talked about pollination and learned 

how to make bumble bees with different materials. They also viewed Paul 

Cezanne’s paintings of apple still-lifes and talked about all the different colors that 

they saw in the painting and real apples. Grade 1 and 2 also made hot air 

balloons. Grade 3 and 5 were introduced to warm and cool colors. They created a 

design using warm colors - (red, oranges and yellows) and cool colors (shades of 

greens).  In this process they were able to explore how the warm colors move 

forward and the cool colors push back into space.  Grade 4 is currently studying 

Native American culture in their classroom.  In art, we are painting Native 

American sunsets and designing dream catchers.  Grade 6, 7, and 8 are learning 

one-point perspective.  This will be a skill that will serve them in the future when 

they begin to draw landscapes or city scenes.   
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Science News – Mrs. Mead 

Science students began the year with a problem solving and engineering challenge 

in which they had to work together to create a structure that fit specific criteria. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a new addition to the science classroom:  an aquaponics system designed 

and built by 8th grade student Henry Driscoll.   Here, Henry explains the system to 

his class. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grade 6 students try to predict how the system works and generate additional 

questions. 
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Outdoors, the milkweed in our school garden fed a Monarch caterpillar that 

became a chrysalis.  We brought the chrysalis in to observe, and released an adult 

Monarch butterfly.  Kindergarten students came down to view the happenings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Eastford Elementary School Newsletter  October 2017 
  Page 13 of 26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition to milkweed for the butterflies, we grew strawberries in the school 

garden for song birds to enjoy and a patch of petunia for the hummingbirds.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, we harvested some coleus to winter-over in the grow bed of the aquaponics 

tank, and some sunflowers from which to collect seeds for next year’s garden 

project. 
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Social Studies News - Mr. Kernan  

 

7th Grade Social Studies 

 

Welcome back to the 2016 – 2017 school year. In 7th grade this year we will be 

looking at different time periods through the lenses of geography, civics, and 

history. We began the year looking at the impact of OPEC on our government, how 

the geography of the Middle East and North Africa contributed to the development 

of the region and the world economy.  We also had visits from a Malian man 

named Daoud and the Atlanta Puppetry Center.    

 

 

 

 
 

Our Western African visitor from Mali speaking about nomadic life. 
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In 8th grade, we began with the French & Indian War. Together, we learned how 

the French & Indian War was part of a greater war, known as the 7 Years War, 

between England and France. Students learned how the war was won and of 

greater importance, the fallout of the war. Our next unit will be the American 

Revolution.  We also had a video conference featured here… 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

8th Grade attends a video conference with Kathleen Mann from the National 

Archives in Washington D.C.  We discussed how the Constitution separates power 

between different branches and how powers are differentiated between the states 

and the federal government. 
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Sixth Grade News – Mr. Kernan 

 

Welcome back to the 2017 – 2018 school year. I hope everyone had a wonderful 

summer and able to take advantage of the beautiful summer we had. Now that we 

are back to work, I would like to thank the families who could make the Open 

House.  I apologize that I couldn’t make it.  I was pulled away with the RI 

National Guard to support Hurricane Irma.   

 

As far as what we are doing in class, we have begun our ELA year off by reading 

four selections out of our anthology. We have read about Gold, Egypt, Stones & 

Bones, and The Emperor’s Silent Army.  We are also reading The Lightning 

Thief as an outside reading activity. We are looking at how authors use 

informational text to tell us things we didn’t know. We are then using these new 

skills in our writing class. All students are engaged in writing an informational 

piece of their choice.  The writing will be an ongoing skill throughout the year and 

we hope to get a little bit better each day. 

 

In Math, we are finishing up Topic 1, Algebraic Expressions.  I’d encourage you to 

ask your 6th grader each night what they have for homework and have them 

explain to you some of the things we are doing. 

 

 

Math News - Mrs. Reynolds 

Grade 7 

 

This year started with a very challenging chapter on unit rates, proportions, and 

direct variation equations.  Students are just finishing up the assessments for that 

topic as well completing their fall NWEA online testing.  Our next chapter is on 

percents and decimals.  As students work on different skills, we are talking about 

effective ways to study for math.  Some strategies we are looking at 

include:  making flashcards for vocabulary, using notecards for formulas and 

examples, reviewing past quizzes and homework, and reviewing a practice 

test/study guide.   

 

Grade 8 

 

Students in grade 8 jumped right in to operations with exponents, scientific 

notation, and number systems.  In chapter two, we are exploring expressions and 

equations.  This will include the order of operations, the distributive property, and 

solving multi-step equations with one and two variables.  With increasingly 



 

Eastford Elementary School Newsletter  October 2017 
  Page 17 of 26 

rigorous problems to solve, students are required to persevere and try different 

methods to reach their solutions. 

 

Algebra 

 

Students participating in this additional offering are truly committed to math by 

arriving at school early each day.  We are following the Advanced College Prep 

curriculum set forth by The Woodstock Academy and utilizing their online text 

that was written this past summer by teachers at The Woodstock Academy.  Many 

of the topics mirror the eighth grade content but with an increased level of rigor.     
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Halloween Story time and Craft 
At 

The Eastford Public Library 
For children 3+ 

Saturday Oct. 28th 
10:30AM 

Call the library at 860-974-0125 to sign up 
your child 

Or email the library at 
eastfordpublib@gmail.com 

Register by Sat. Oct. 21st 

 
 
  

  

mailto:eastfordpublib@gmail.com
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NATURE FRAMED!!!  Walktober Walk 2017 
     Sunday, October 22, from 1:00 – 2:30 pm 
 
 

                                               
 
 

Come join us for this child friendly nature scavenger hunt on the 

grounds of the Windham County 4-H Outdoor Center, 326 

Taft Pond Rd in Pomfret.  We will walk some of the trails and around 
the pond.  Children will be encouraged to gather material on their 
walk to make a framed collage at the lodge at the end of the walk to 
take home with them.  1.5 hours, 2 miles. www.4hcampct.org 
 

 

http://www.4hcampct.org/
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October 7, 2017   
11:00 AM – 12:00 PM.  

 
 Join us for the dedication of the  

 

New Pomfret Public Library’s  
Sound Garden!   

 
Make music with pedestal pipes, brake drums, bicycle wheels 

and more.  Entertainment by Sally Rogers and Friends.  Kids can 
make your own upcycled musical instrument to take home.  

 
 Bubble Tea cart – free beverage for the first 20 people to arrive. 
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